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cent of the Palace's famous firework displays, which
included a great set-piece, a pyramid outlined in golden
fire, bearing the inscription: " To De Lesseps England
offers hearty congratulations." Fiery palm-trees stood
on either side, which changed colour as the set-piece
burnt on, and between each pair of trees was seen
emblems, the one the Turkish star and the other the
flag of Egypt.
On July nth, the Prime Minister, Mr. Gladstone,
announced to M. de Lesseps that the Queen had
bestowed upon him the Grand Gross of the Order of
the Star of India. And on the same day at a Court
of Common Council of the City of London, it was
unanimously resolved " That the freedom of this city,
in a gold box, be presented to M. Ferdinand de Lesseps,
for his skill in designing, and his indomitable energy
and perseverance in carrying to a successful completion,
the Suez Canal, and that it be referred to the General
Purposes Committee to take the necessary steps accord-
ingly, at an expense not exceeding one hundred
guineas."
The admission of De Lesseps to the honorary freedom
of the City was made by the Chamberlain on July 3Oth
in appropriate words. The recipient replied as
follows:
" My Lord Mayor, Mr. Chamberlain, and gentle-
men, the freedom of the City of London has been the
popular recompense awarded to ministers who have
rendered the greatest services to the country, to men
such as Cobden and Peabody, who have had the
happiness to contribute by pacific means to the world's
progress; it has likewise been awarded to your victori-